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Important deadlines announced
Nominations for the next round of WMU’s 

semiannual Make a Difference awards are 
due by Wednesday, Oct. 31. Make a Dif-
ference is a campuswide peer-to-peer pro-
gram that recognizes WMU staff for their 
accomplishments and daily investment of 
energy and creativity. For more information, 
including award guidelines and nomination 
forms, visit wmich.edu/makeadifference.

The deadline for the Support for Faculty 
Scholars Award is Friday, Sept. 28. For more 
information, visit wmich.edu/research/
funding/faculty/sfsa.

The deadline for applications for the 
Undergraduate Award for Research and 
Creative Works Fund is Monday, Oct. 1. 
Details on the submission of applications 
and the guidelines are available at wmich.
edu/research/funding/students by click-
ing Undergraduate Research and Creative 
Scholarship Excellence Award.

University relations gets new name
The Office of University Relations has 

been renamed the Office of Marketing and 
Strategic Communications, and has a new 
web address. Update bookmarks and any 
references in print and electronic commu-
nications from wmich.edu/universityrela-
tions to wmich.edu/marcom.

Webinar series focuses on change
The Accelerating Systemic Change Net-

work, housed in the Center for Research 
on Instructional Change in Postsecond-
ary Education, invites faculty and staff 
to attend its fall 2018 webinar series on 
Change Leadership. One program already 
has taken place. Next up will be “Using an 
Evidence-Based Approach to Develop a 
Culture of Shared Leadership for Change” 
at 2 p.m. Monday, Oct. 29. Register at bit.
ly/webEBL. There also will be a program on 
“Collectively Improving Our Teaching: A 
Departmentwide Professional Development 
Program Resulting in Widespread Change” 
at noon Wednesday, Nov. 7. Register at bit.
ly/webCIOT.

Encourage student researchers to 
make appointment with librarian

With the goal of boosting student success, 
University Libraries is staging an awareness 
campaign that demonstrates how working 
with campus librarians can result in better 
research papers and projects. Librarians can 

-
standing citations; and, by knowing where 
to look for on-target articles within Library 
Search, speed research along.

Fourteen librarians are available for re-
search consultations on 57 of WMU’s majors 
and subject areas, and a new system is in 
place to make booking an appointment with 
them especially easy. Learn more by visiting 
wmich.edu/library/services/appointments.
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WMU, Consumers Energy project is unique in state

Strong and getting stronger is the way President Edward Montgomery described WMU in 



Fulbright specialist goes to Brazil
James Butterfield, political science, spent 

time in Brazil earlier this year as a Fulbright 
specialist working on a project called 

“Strategic Planning for 
Internationalization of 
Brazilian Higher Educa-
tion Institutions.” 

Butterfield did site visits 
to gather information 
on internationalization 
efforts in Brazilian uni-
versities, then conducted 

workshops over several days on how to 
extend and improve their internationaliza-
tion planning.

He also was a Fulbright scholar for five 
months in fall 2016 in Ho Chi Minh City 
(Saigon), Vietnam. Butterfield will talk 
about that experience during the global 
and international studies program’s Faculty 
Abroad Brown Bag Lunch series from noon 
to 1 p.m. Wednesday, Oct. 31, in 3120 
Sangren Hall.

History expert appears on PBS series
Lynn Houghton, Archives and Regional 

History Collections, was featured this 
summer in an episode of the popular PBS 

series “10 That Changed 
America.”

For the series install-
ment titled “10 Streets 
That Changed America,” 
PBS tapped Houghton 
for her knowledge about 
the Kalamazoo Mall, the 
first downtown pedes-
trian mall in America. 

Houghton says producers were interested 
in the uniqueness of the mall, which was 
originally developed in 1959 as a shopping 
district on a two-block stretch of Burdick 
Street closed to vehicle traffic.

“They were interested primarily in the 
reasons why the decision was made by 
government and business leaders to do 
something that had never been done in 
the United States previously. We not only 
discussed this but also how the mall has 
changed,” she says.

Houghton is the curator for the Regional 
History Collections, which supports WMU’s 
research and teaching mission and the needs 
of historical and genealogical researchers. 

Writer features prof in new novel
Thisbe Nissen, English, has brought read-

ers a sharp and bitingly funny novel about a 
professor whose “calm-ish” midwestern life 
gives way to a vortex of crises—and her at-
tempts to salvage the pieces without going 
to pieces herself. Named “Our Lady of the 
Prairie,” the book was published earlier this 
year by Houghton Mifflin Harcourt.
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