


Fulbright specialist goes to Brazil
James Butterfield, political science, spent 

time in Brazil earlier this year as a Fulbright 
specialist working on a project called 

“Strategic Planning for 
Internationalization of 
Brazilian Higher Educa-
tion Institutions.” 

Butterfield did site visits 
to gather information 
on internationalization 
efforts in Brazilian uni-
versities, then conducted 

workshops over several days on how to 
extend and improve their internationaliza-
tion planning.

He also was a Fulbright scholar for five 
months in fall 2016 in Ho Chi Minh City 
(Saigon), Vietnam. Butterfield will talk 
about that experience during the global 
and international studies program’s Faculty 
Abroad Brown Bag Lunch series from noon 
to 1 p.m. Wednesday, Oct. 31, in 3120 
Sangren Hall.

History expert appears on PBS series
Lynn Houghton, Archives and Regional 

History Collections, was featured this 
summer in an episode of the popular PBS 

series “10 That Changed 
America.”

For the series install-
ment titled “10 Streets 
That Changed America,” 
PBS tapped Houghton 
for her knowledge about 
the Kalamazoo Mall, the 
first downtown pedes-
trian mall in America. 

Houghton says producers were interested 
in the uniqueness of the mall, which was 
originally developed in 1959 as a shopping 
district on a two-block stretch of Burdick 
Street closed to vehicle traffic.

“They were interested primarily in the 
reasons why the decision was made by 
government and business leaders to do 
something that had never been done in 
the United States previously. We not only 
discussed this but also how the mall has 
changed,” she says.

Houghton is the curator for the Regional 
History Collections, which supports WMU’s 
research and teaching mission and the needs 
of historical and genealogical researchers. 

Writer features prof in new novel
Thisbe Nissen, English, has brought read-

ers a sharp and bitingly funny novel about a 
professor whose “calm-ish” midwestern life 
gives way to a vortex of crises—and her at-
tempts to salvage the pieces without going 
to pieces herself. Named “Our Lady of the 
Prairie,” the book was published earlier this 
year by Houghton Mifflin Harcourt.
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